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Jerusalem is divided into 2 for management.
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New arrangement might also be one for civil management and the other for
military/defense management
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Starting from v6 is a similar scripture of Ezra Ch2. Some text are different. Some names
are different. But the total number is the same. So both are records of the Census
completed based in the days of Zerubbabel. If God makes it important and has this
recording twice, so we should at least read through it once. They may not contain
theology meaning. But let me share what these passages moved me.
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In Numbers, counting Jews who were saved from Egypt. The lowest
unit is 50 people. (45,650). But in Nehemiah Ch7, the count are
accurate to the single digit. It does not necessary be a even
number, it can be an odd number too. God accounts for each an
every one who turned back and returned. That moved me.
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The region they live in are in Judah province, but look at the numbers. They are
minority in their own city.

V34 > v12 BIKMIRF 3. So v34 are those who were not living in
Jerusalem
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TakeH[ 1| Efas an example. This is the first city Joshua led Jews attacked when they
entered Canaan. So at that time, it must be a big city. Even after its fall, it must
become a big city again after hundreds of years. One may say it has been a war zone in
recent years. If the 345 count is all people in that city, then the place was really
deserted. If not, these 345 people returned to a place where they were outnumbered.
From a place they were exiled to an unknown place. The courage, the faith moved me.
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Cannot continue their expertise while Exile. 28] - Ik Ado not own
properties in the past but were supported by fellow Jews. After
they were exiled, they might start new “career paths” FXI8#Ino
longer willing to sing, see Psalms 137. They might be forced into
other jobs to support their families. Some may even own lands
unlike they were not allowed back in Judah.

But these folks returned because God has a purpose for them.
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These folks were not Jews in the first place. They were
exiled to Babylon as “slave” and returned to Jerusalem
knowing that they are still “servants” just because God
has a purpose for them.
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V63 let us know family names could change via marriage. So Nehemiah 7 and Ezra 2
name differences might because of this practice. But they have a main reference. Only
those who can be traced back are accounted for. Otherwise, are excluded from the
priesthood as unclean.

Compare to previous segments where temple servants and servants of Solomon were
gentiles in the first place. These are excluded from priesthood because there are more
strict rules for whom could serve as priests.
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The totals is the same comparing Ezra 2
Even Bible 1 AIE& 4 also has {217 i
Not only counting Jews, but servants and animals
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